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SYLLABUS 
PHIL 463/563: HANAH ARENDT (CRN: 14966/14970) 
FALL 2017: T 1800-2050, 123 MCK 
INSTRUCTOR: PETER WARNEK 
OFFICE HOURS: T 1400-1500, R  1100-1150, AND BY APPOINTMENT 
 
OVERVIEW & DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE 

This course serves as an introduction to the work and thought of Hanah Arendt 
(1906 - 1975), one of the most important yet controversial political thinkers of the 
20th century. While it is frequently lamented that Arendt does not present her 
thought in a systematic manner, this criticism is arguably misplaced, since the 
central concern of her work remains throughout constant and evident: how is it 
possible in our time to recover a space for political freedom and action as it 
would both promote and belong to a possible human flourishing? Beginning 
with this concern, Arendt undertakes a careful yet critical examination of the 
entire Western philosophical tradition, beginning with the Greeks, especially as 
this tradition continues to subordinate the political world and the life of action 
to theory and contemplation. Above all, Arendt is a thinker who considers 
human life according to its essential natality, that each of us, in being born, 
mark a new beginning harboring unforeseeable possibilities. To take up history 
in her view is thus never a matter of a mere return to the past but to accept the 
possibility of a new and unheard of future. Only by engaging this history are we 
first able to encounter the future as a radically open horizon. We will read and 
discuss selections from a number of different works, spanning the entirety of 
Arendt’s exceptional carreer. We will begin by considering the following 
questions.  

(1) How do we distinguish the life of action from the life of thought? Where 
do we stand when we establish this difference itself? Does Arendt 
account for this difference or does she simply assume it? 

(2) How, according to Arendt, can we to account for the possibility of 
political action in our time? What does it mean in today’s world to act 
politically? 

(3) How does our inheritance of the tradition continue to operate in our 
understanding of the world? Arendt claims that we are facing a crises in 
understanding, inasmuch as the traditional resources for accounting for 
our historical situation have proven to be entirely inadequate. Yet how 
does this breakdown of the tradition demand, in Arendt’s view, not a 
rejection of this tradition but instead a more rigorous interrogation of its 
limits? 

REQUIRED TEXTS BY ARENDT 
1. On Revolution (1963) 
2. Judgment and Responsibility (2003) 
In additon to the readings posted on Canvas, we will be reading and discussing 
these two books. These books must be purchased online or at a bookstore. I have 
not ordered these books for you. If you choose to order these books online, please 
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be sure to place your order in advance so you have them for seminar discussion. 
For dates see the schedule on this syllabus. 

OTHER RECOMMENDED TEXTS BY ARENDT 
1. The Origins of Totalitarianism (1951) 
2. The Human Condition (1958) 
3. Eichmann in Jerusalem (1963) 
4. The Life of the Mind (1973) 
5. Essays in Understanding: 1935-1954 (1994) 
6. Between Past and Future: Eight Exercises in Political Thought (1968) 

Originally published in 1961 as Six Exercises in Political Thought with the last two 
essays added in the 1968 edition. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
1. Participation: Students are expected to come to class prepared to discuss the 

reading assigned for the day. See the reading schedule below. 
2. Papers: 

a. Undergraduates: One midterm paper (6-8 pages). One final paper (8-10 
pages). These papers will respond to assigned prompts which will be 
handed out a week prior to the paper’s due date. 

b. Graduates: Final Research Paper (15-20 pages), due at the end of the 
term. Please submit a short prospectus for this paper (1-2 pages) by week 
five of the term. 

MATERIALS POSTED ON CANVAS 
I will regularly post new material on Canvas for your benefit. In addition to 
assignments, lecture notes and pdf’s of primary and secondary sources, you 
may also find links to articles online, videos and other media. Please set your 
Canvas profile to send you updates and announcements as these are published. 
There are also Canvas apps for tablets and smart phones which you may want 
to use. 

SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY OF SECONDARY SOURCES 
Amor Mundi: Explorations in the Faith and Thought of Hannah Arendt, ed. James 
Bernauer. 
Feminist Interpretations of Hannah Arendt, ed. Bonnie Honig. 
Hannah Arendt, Julia Kristeva. 
Hannah Arendt: Key Concepts, ed. Patrick Hayden. 
Hannah Arendt: The Recovery of the Public World, ed. Melvyn A. Hall. 
Hannah Arendt: For Love of the World, Elisabeth Young-Bruehl. 
Persuasion, Reflection, Judgment: Ancillae Vitae, Rudolphe Gasché. 

DISABILITY ACCOMMODATIONS 
If you have a documented disability and anticipate needing accommodations in 
this course please notify the instructor within the first two weeks of the course. 
Please also request a letter from Disability Services verifying your disability and 
stating your needed accommodations. 
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SCHEDULE OF READINGS  
Week Date Text/Topic 
I 9.28 Introductions & Syllabus 

“What is Freedom?” – Between Past and Future (BPF), 143-171. 
  Recommended Readings:  

• “What Remains? The Language Remains” – Essays in Understanding 
(EU), 1-23. 

• The Life of the Mind, Part II (Willing). 
   
II 10.5 “What is Freedom?” (continued) 
  Recommended Readings:  

• “On the Emancipation of Women” – EU, 66-68. 
• “The Concept of History” – BPF, 41-90. 

   
III 10.12 “Labor, Work, Action” – Amor Mundi, 29-42.  
  Recommended Readings:  

• The Human Condition, 1-21; 175-247. 
• “What is Authority?” – BPF, 91-141. 

   
IV 10.19 “Understanding and Politics” – EU, 307-327.  

“On the Nature of Totalitarianism” – EU, 328-360.  
  Recommended Readings: 

• The Origins of Totalitarianism, vii-xl; 460-479. 
   
V 10.26 On Revolution, 11-114. 
  Recommended Readings:  

• “Concern with Politics and Recent European Philosophical  
Thought” – EU, 428-447. 

• “Truth and Politics” – BPF, 227-264 
   
VI 11.2 On Revolution, 115-281. 

Recommended Readings: 
• “Christianity and Revolution” – EU, 151-155. 
• “Tradition and the Modern Age” – BPF, 17-40 

   
VII 11.9 Responsibility and Judgment, 3-48. 

Recommended Readings:  
• “Organized Guilt and Universal Responsibility” – EU, 121-132. 
• “The Threat of Conformism” – EU, 423-427. 

   
VIII 11.16 Responsibility and Judgment, 49-146. 

Recommended Readings: 
• “Religion and the Intellectuals” – EU, 228-231. 
• “Religion and Politics” – EU, 368-390. 

   
IX 11.23 Thanksgiving Break: No Class 
   
X 11.30 Responsibility and Judgment, 147-189; Conclusions. 

Recommended Readings: 
• Responsibility and Judgment, 193-275. 

   
Finals 12.6 Final Papers Due by 4pm. 
 


